
   

 

 

 
FLATS AND SHARPS 

 The black piano keys are called flats and sharps. A flat lowers a key a half step down to 
the left, and a sharp raises a key a half step up to the right. A half step is the very next note, 
white or black, up or down, from any given key, as indicated on the keyboard below: 

          
 
 
                   FLATS = DOWN/LEFT                                       SHARPS = UP/RIGHT 
 

EACH BLACK KEY HAS A FLAT NAME AND A SHARP NAME 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 
  

 
 

 

Half Step Quiz 

Use the keyboard illustration above to help you answer the following: 

Which key is a half step above C?  _______  or _______ 

Which key is a half step above G? _______  or _______ 

Which key is a half step below B? _______  or _______ 

Which key is a half step above D? _______  or _______ 

Which key is a half step below A? _______  or _______ 

The red arrows 
indicate half steps 

Why do people take piano lessons? Some of us feel so passionate about the  
music we love, that we want to go deeper than just listening to it. We want  
to play music ourselves, to feel it, possess it, and become part of it. Playing  
the piano is an incredibly profound journey to express the inner voice of the  
soul. And it is one of the best ways to keep the brain healthy. Why do you 
take piano lessons? Write about it in your journal or post your reasons near  
your piano. Remind yourself of those reasons when you are feeling resistant to practicing.  
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Find ANSWERS at UpperHandsPiano.com 

    G#               Ab

    Bb                A#

    D#                Eb

    Ab                G#  




